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What was SoHo like back in the day?
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Artists Joyce Kozloff and Elizabeth Weatherford

"If I ran out for a quart of milk in the morning and I 
ran into someone, I would know them. Whereas 

now, I walk into the street and there are thousands 
of people. I feel like I’m going to be stampeded on a 
Saturday afternoon and I don’t know anyone. So it 

really was a small community and we were all 
familiar with each other."

"Someone in our building did recently sell a loft to 
someone who is not an artist and there was a bitter fight 
about it but he had it on the market for a long time and 

there just wasn’t anyone he could sell it to."

RESEARCH: SoHo Memory
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"I am not sure if I would choose to live in SoHo, which is such a busy, 
noisy neighborhood so different from my childhood years, were I 

moving to the city today."

"Many attendees felt that SoHo is losing its local color and charm, and 
that one cause of this was the fact that many small businesses have left 
the neighborhood due to rising rents. Several people also felt the need 

to preserve the architecture of SoHo and to monitor all new construction 
and the buying and selling of air rights. The preservation of green space 

came up, specifically Elizabeth Street Garden, as it is the only green 
space in SoHo. Others said that SoHo has already lost its sense of 

community and a sense of cultural history, and that we should renew 
connections between neighbors.”

RESEARCH: SoHo Memory
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And how does it look today?

RESEARCH: SoHo Now
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"SoHo residents and tourists are packed like 

sardines, with many forced to walk in the street."
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The streets of SoHo are strewn with litter from 

the growing number of people who are passing 

through.
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Where are Soho’s public and green spaces?
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"Our neighborhood has all but lost its creative 

soul while it has gained oodles of commercial 

vitality."
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With the rezoning proposal, some worry that 

modern, high-rise buildings would drastically 

change the historic neighborhood's character.
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‘’When it comes to the absence of a sense community in SoHo, I think one of 
the reasons why there is little neighborhood cohesion is that there is no place 

where SoHo residents can meet, gather, interact, and share ideas. In other 
communities, such a place would be a house of worship or a community center. 

When SoHo’s population was small are less diverse, there were restaurants, 
cafes, and bars where one would encounter people from various sectors of the 
community, artists, business owners, workers, families. The disappearance of 

these places has left a void.’’

-Yukie Ohta, SoHo Memory Project Founder

RESEARCH: Fazit
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CONCEPT: The Living Room
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ATMOSPHERE

TARGET GROUPS

CHARACTERISTICS

USAGE

Cozy
Community

Gathering

Modular

Adaptive

Multipliable

Artists

Young 
People

Workers

Families

Shared-Living
Mixed-Use Space

Outdoor

CONCEPT: The Living Room
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Housing Mixed-Use Space

Outdoor

CONCEPT: Architectural Usage
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Food Coop / Market

CONCEPT: Economic Usage

Shared-Space

Interaction
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Potential sites?

SITES



A.H.A.A.
Bezjak/Mladjenovic/Majkanovic18/30

SITES: Analysis

Opportunity Areas

Unexploited area

Cast iron 
architecture

Cr
os

by
 S
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t

Ground floor space for 
lease beside an one floor 
tall building in which an 

artist boutique takes place

A site with unexploited 
ground floor potential that 

connects two streets

Upgrading potential
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SITES: Analysis
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SITE A

An inner courtyard aims to connect 
the ground floors of both buildings and 
therefore also people living there. An 
additional open space on the other 
side of Lafayette Street offers new 
possibilities to extend the ground floor 
usage.

The ground floor zone offers 
multifunctional spaces for diverse 
sport activities  or any other 
interacting usage.

Upper floors in both buildings provide 
shared living units for different groups 
of people. Maisonette apartments and 
a view of the courtyard  create a 
dynamic connection of the community 
in the buildings.
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SITE A
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SITE B

A dynamic ground floor area connects 
a café with a workshop area and its 
store.

The ground floor usage is extended to 
the first floor, which also offers 
additional co-working space, where 
people can easily collaborate with 
each other.

Upper levels offer new housing units, 
concluded with an open rooftop area 
that provide additional green and 
co-working spaces, where people can 
meet and interact.
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SITE B
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SITE C

Demolition of an existent building 
creates a new open area with kept 
usage theme. Therefore, the space 
offers a new open space, where artists 
can express themselves and 
meanwhile also interact with 
passers-by.

A demolished gallery  is preserved by 
being moved to the neighboring 
ground floor space.

Upper levels provide renovated living 
units for artists and their ateliers.
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SITE C
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SITE D

As the expressive cast iron 
architecture of the Crosby Street 
should not be overshadowed, there is 
just one rooftop which usage is to be 
upgraded. With a new urban gardening 
area, the residents are getting a new 
green open space to gather together.
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SITE E: Connection Center

An “Opportunity Area” site is getting a 
completely new meaning, as it is to 
become a new meeting point in the 
area, an icon that connects the 
community of SoHo. An existing free 
space is to be upgraded to an entrance 
area of the new building and is 
therefore becoming a new gathering 
open space in SoHo.

An existing usage is to be adapted to 
the new meaning of the structure.  

New spacious areas are offering many 
new  opportunities for the SoHo 
community, as they can all connect 
through the new programm, which 
includes a market hall area, 
shared-space areas for different 
happenings and a vibrant rooftop area 
for various events. 
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SITE E: Connection Center

MarktMarkt

Art/Dance

Craft

Parking

Office

Park / Open-Air Cinema
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FAZIT

Although each one of the planned interaction 
usages already provides a space where different 
groups of people can create meaningful 
connections, there is an additional center, which 
connects these individual spaces into one 
extended unit. Its program creates a network 
between separate communities in a way that 
they can all meet in one place and actively 
communicate and share ideas as well as help each 
other and therefore develop a strong community.  
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SOURCES

■ https://sohomemory.org/

■ https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/soho-noho/soho-noho-overview.page

■ https://www.insider.com/soho-nyc-neighborhood-rezoning-battle-photos-2021-4

■ https://www.imaginemag.ch/nomo-soho-eine-oase-in-new-york/

■ https://www.tripsavvy.com/is-new-york-city-safe-1613379

■ https://lokalfuehrer.stadtbekannt.at/restaurants/das-moebel-das-cafe/

■ https://www.laurentbaheux.com/

■ Own graphics


