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Key points of Shanghai Urban Transformation

• 公元1292年（元代至元二十九年），设立县置；
1292, the administrative organization of Shanghai County was established.

• 公元1553年（明嘉靖三十二年），建造县城城墙；

1553, the city wall was constructed.

• 永乐年间的“江浦合流”工程(1403-1424年)；

1403—1424, Huangpu River replaces Wusong River as the main river of Shanghai after the great water-
control project completed during the reign of Emperor Yongle.

• 1843年，上海被迫开埠并设立租界；

1843, Shanghai was forced to open to be a treaty port and the foreign settlement was established

• 1927年7月4日，南京国民政府设上海特别市

1927, The establishment of Shanghai as a Special Municipal City by the KMT 

• 1943年，收回租界；

1943, the sovereignty over foreign settlements was returned

• 1945年，抗日战争胜利；

1945, Victory of WWT (Anti-Japanese War) and the reunification of Shanghai’s administrative of 
Shanghai  

• 1949年，上海解放，成立上海市政府，陈毅为首任市长；

1949, established of PRC and the government takeover Shanghai

• 1990年4月18日，中央宣布浦东开发、开放的政策；

1990, The opening and development of Pudong District, Shanghai urban construction peaked from 
1990s till today. 



Suzhou Creek, Huangpu River and urban fabric



A map of Shanghai，1920s

• Chinese community: local Chinese administration
the County (Old town)     
Zhabei
Nanshi (Southern city)

• Western community:
International Settlement: Shanghai Municipal Council established in 1854
French Concession: Conseil D’ Administratiion Municipale de la Concession Francaise

Divided Urban Space and Divided Administration



Map of Shanghai’s Expansion



A Map of Shanghai in 1920s 



A Map of Shanghai in 1930s 



Shift of Four Centers of the City

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City Temple in the Old Town   

The Center of Foreign Concessions: 
The Bund Area

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area

New City Geometric Center: 
People’s Square Area



The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



Qing Shanghai, Early 19th Century

The Center of Chinese Community: Yuyuan Garden and 
the City God Temple in the Old Town



The City God Temple

• Qin Yubo was designated as the town god of Shanghai, the City God Temple was 
constructed on the original Huo Guang Temple during the reign of Emperor Yongle(1402-
1424

• Constructed in mid Ming Dynasty and reached to its peak during mid Qing Dynasty
• Including buildings (temple, main hall, stage, etc.) and a small garden (inner garden, East 

garden was built in 1709)

Yu Yuan Garden 

• Yuyuan Garden was originally a private Chinese traditional garden, built in 1559.  
pavilions, halls, water pools, rockery, etc

• It became west garden of the City Temple from 1760, opening for public at traditional 
festivals. 

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



The Inner Garden of The  City God Temple 

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



The City Temple and Yuyuan Garden before Tongzhi Period

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



The City God Temple 

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



Traditional festival and temple affairs

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



Huxin Tea House and the Bridge of Nine Turnings 

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



Huxin Tea House 

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



The City God Temple + Yu Yuan Garden 

• Combination of temple, garden and small market of specialty foods and 
small items, folk

• Religious activities, visiting garden, shopping, entertainment, cultural events
• Center of the old town: public space, public affairs
• Entertainment place with local characteristics

The Center of Chinese Community: 
Yuyuan Garden and the City God Temple in the Old Town



Ground Plan of Foreign Settlement at Shanghai in 1860s

The Center of Foreign Settlements: 
The Bund Area



1843，Shanghai was forced to open, British settlements established；
1845， Shaghai Land Regulation ；
1849，French Concession established；
1863，British Settlement and American Settlement combined and in 
1899    developed to International Settlement

The map of expansion of foreign settlements

The Center of Foreign Settlements: 
The Bund Area



The Bund in 1880s

The Bund in 1940s



Transformation o      

1850s

late 19th Century

1940s





Nanjing Road, 1890s Nanjing Road in 1940s



Zhabei District：newly built train station

Old town：Fangbang Rd. before and after renovation



Eating Western Food Playing Snooker



ZhangYuan (Zhang Honglu)



Location of the Wu Jiaochang Area

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Plan of New Shanghai Center Zone & Greater Shanghai plan, 1930

Shanghai new port 

Plan of New Shanghai Center Zone

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Plan of New Shanghai Center 
Administration Zone, 1930

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Greater Shanghai Plan, 1930s

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Plan of Center Administration Zone and Proposed Chinese Pagoda

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Some Key Projects in “Great Shanghai 
Plan”

• Government Office Building
• Shanghai Museum
• Shanghai Library
• Gymnasium
• Center park
• Shanghai Hospital
• Shanghai Preliminary School

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



The Municipal Government, by Dong Dayou, 1933

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



The Great Stadium, by Dong Dayou, 1935

19831935

1935 1935

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



The Library, by Dong Dayou, 1936

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



The Great Museum, by Dong Dayou, 1936

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Ceremony of completion and openning of the building, 1933

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Public wedding National sports game 

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area



Greater Shanghai Plan

New Center of Chinese Community: 
Jiangwan Wujiaochang Area

主持人笔记
演示文稿备注




New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square

People’s Square: from Racecourse to Municipal Center



People’s Square: from Racecourse to Municipal Center

A creek network with scattered villages（before 1843）

Racecourse + the Public Recreation Ground + the Shanghai Entertainment Center
（1863-1949）

From Racecourse to the Municipal Plaza for political gatherings（1950-1980s）

Municipal Plaza to Multi-function Municipal Center（“Urban parlor”）

（from the early 1990s untill the present）

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



Plan of the Racecourse

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square

Public Recreation Ground
June-September, 1930s

Public Recreation Ground
October-May, 1930s





Parade of British ArmyDifferent activities

主持人笔记
演示文稿备注




Neighborhood Development of the Racecourse area

1910s 1920s1900s 1930s

1940s 1950s 1980s 1990s



Bird’s eye view of the biggest Racecourse

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



Birds’ eye view

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



People’s Avenue

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



People’s Park

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square

People’s Square



New City Geometric Center：People’s Square

Different plans of People’s Square



Re-development of People’s Square in 1990s 

Master plan Aerial view of new People’s Square

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



Index of listed historical buildings and new landmarks, People’s Square

New City Geometric Center：
People’s Square



Race Club——

Shanghai Library
Shanghai Museum
Shanghai Art Museum
Shanghai History Museum



The Great World



China United Assurance Apartments 

——Pacific Hotel



Foreign YMCA Building 

——Shanghai Sports Club



Joint Savings Society Building

——Park Hotel



Grand Theatre



Moore Memorial Church 



Chinese YMCA Building

——YMCA Hotel Shanghai 



Nanking Theater

——Now Shanghai Concert Hall 

Oriental Hotel 

——Shanghai Worker’s Palace



The Sun Company Building

——Shanghai No.1 Department 
Store



上海电信大楼 （Shanghai Telecom Tower）

设计建造：1982年-1987年
建筑面积：4 万平方米
建筑设计：华东建筑设计研究院，蔡镇钰



上海市政府大楼 （Shanghai Municipal Hall）

设计建造：1995年-1996年
建筑面积：3.92万平方米
建筑设计：上海建筑设计研究院，李应圻等



Shanghai Museum

设计建造：1993年-1996年
建筑面积：3.8 万平方米
建筑设计：上海建筑设计研究院，邢同和



Shanghai Grand Theatre

设计建造：1994-1998
建筑面积：约6.28 万平方米
建筑设计：夏邦杰建筑事务所

华东建筑设计研究院



Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Hall

设计建造：1995-2000
建筑面积：约1.85 万平方米
建筑设计：华东建筑设计研究院，凌本立，唐林



Shanghai MOCA



Location of CBD in Shanghai, 1994

CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



Pudong Area 

CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



Pudong Area 

CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



Transformation of the Public Park 
on the Bund

CBD：The Bund + Lujiazui Area



the Cultural Predicament of the City God Temple and Yu Yuan Garden
——Theme Park of History



Plan of Yuyuan Shopping Center

the Cultural Predicament of the City God Temple and Yu Yuan Garden
——Theme Park of History



The main hall of City God Temple The main gate of City God Temple

the Cultural Predicament of the City God Temple and Yu Yuan Garden
——Theme Park of History



Inner lanes of Yuyuan Shopping Center

the Cultural Predicament of the City God Temple and Yu Yuan Garden
——Theme Park of History



A small plazaThe Tea House & Nine Turnings Bridge

the Cultural Predicament of the City God Temple and Yu Yuan Garden
——Theme Park of History
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